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COVENANT CHILDREN'S8 HOME
" PRINCETON, [LLINOIS
“Mar. 26, 1968

Re: Robert Mitchell,
: B. 10-12-54

Current sltuation and need for evaluat!.o_u_ i "'-'?' ;

> qhert. was kept out of :chool by his mother 1aat October Yot a perfod of two
ekg,; :and -again-was not enrolied in school from December 22nd, which was
the begmntng of Ohristmas vaaattou. untl.l February 26, 1963 when he was
appce‘haaded by authoritiea ‘and placed in Audy: Homa {n Chigago. Our agency
\\__@f&ﬂuﬂ ouatady. through's court ‘hesring on February 22, 12163 in Family Court,
e child'e mothér,: Mra; “Joyce ‘Mitchell, 18 a highly’ n'mtlaual person, has
heen hoapitalired for a.mental digorder, and {s currently teacting h & manner
'guggest further mental:bresk=down. ‘During the two months that Robert .
ed withhis mother {t ig diffisult to know &ll of the behaviot and soctal
tuatloaa whic'h could oause emotionaI ;robleu:ia for this young ohild.

v uhcu*af thia a.tpaet now. ag well asHm S years ofxinsftr,l’tfoaaldtv.lng ut
pur thdren'a’ ﬁome  ‘Robert remaing’ outwardly rather:qalim énd-collected: and.

joes nqtfahow any -of theiexpected: 8ighs of anxiaty . An £&at¢ he-ghows &
finite a&bnity Xo: control his amotione, 18 able to: ﬁaah o gmile to the right

thim I‘hta wag vety eﬁrident at the court'heating when Rohert, in coming féom ~
the Audly:Home to.thé court building, was hble to amile .properly and gpeak in

-...aontm‘llgdutouea :to'his mother, his grandmothar, court cageworker and myself
epch aepurately: but with-little oc no furtheﬁduplay of feellng.

ete {8 evidenae of gome withdrawal from notmal sooial aituatlona here at the

dren's Home; and it appeare that he is progressivply finding himgelf -apart
_pm the cather ohudren. sltting and readtnq maqazinea bookg, eto.

Thig toqq’cher with a glight decune in ability in school,i prompts thig need for
evaluationi We would feel that it would be almost {imposéible for any person to
hold within himself all of the emotion which must be present due to the numerous
tranmetic experiences this young child has had to face {n his lifetime,

Eamﬂz gg ory.

Both of Robert's parents are highly educated tndlviduals each of them hold at

least a BA degree, with the father securing an MA degree in the social goience
fleld from ‘Northwestern Univers ity & number of yeara ago.

Robett came to the childrerls home {n Jatwary ‘1868 on a referral from the mother.
Some motithe prior to this the boy's father had;pérmanently disabled physioally
and mentally by a sgelf inflicted gun ghot wound to the brain. He continues to
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reaide under 24 hours 'care {n Atlanta, Geocgia.

Mrs. Mitchell hag been an unatable person emotionally for a number of yaars.
and even at the time of referral in 1958 she demonstrated eigns of potential
‘embtional break~down. 8he became: progresaively wocae until she was
hoapital{zed in Novembar 1958, 8he was released from Galasburg Eesearch
ogpital aometime in 1961 end received restocation of afvil rights in March 1962.
ere hasg been tramendous amount of confliot between Mrs, Mitchell and her
mothet, Mrs. Hagel Roberts. Thege 2 fndividusle have heaen for.a long time
tighting“ for the uffeotion and control of the child Robert. Each sends ceards
d letters: to the child periodically and vigits rather often.. They ghowaer the
ohild with many gifts, etc, and althought we have digcouraged this digplay
 gift qivinq it {e felt that each is attempting to m-e&ve—mam-thm%e:s&es
v odt Sw_ -H-L othes .

{s my evaluatlon that the child'e mother is 80 involved {n her own emouonal

lems that ghe {s unable to give any Jove or affeation tothis child, but1e"

mérely using him ag a tool to get bagk at the world for hurting her, eto. _’?T!iet‘e
never a digplay of emotion for her gon {n normal-ways, But I have witnesseed

fler on several occagfons leaving our Home without so much aa a good=bye %r

atfeatlonate hug or kus to the youngater. s _

At the present time the mother will not visit: the chﬂd ‘here at tha -‘Home, hmune

she does not want to lower herself to come to our {nstitution. This has onfy’been

gince the gourt placed Robert at our Home, She ig attempting through her attorneys

gegure leqal rights on thia you:fqater aqaln. '

There hag existed in the family background passionate searah for knowledge,
and when Robert came our Home at the age of 3 he was quite advanced for his
years. The mother hag gonstantly urged him to excel in school, eta, and feels
that the education that he i{s receiving here {n Princeton is {n no ways up to
standardé whioch ghe would want for her gon. '

Phyeically Robble was a very unhealthy child when he firat came to the home and
wasg guffering from rather extreme asthma. His mother {g algo an agthmatic .

Through the years this condition has been completely eliminated, and we would
feel that he {s an average child physically today.

Boholaauoally he {g a rather good student, although hig grades for this 3rd
are rather fncomplate bec@pse of 80 much ahaenoe. He 138 perhaps working elow

'

AP 2Q



Y

Ret Robart Mitohell
paqe 2

his A and B grades of previoua ears, We feel that under niormal conditiong he

would sacre {n at leaat AL _"’erage category .

During the past 6 mo:{tha we feel that the boy's mother hag been filling this
youngster with a conatant barrage of bitterness and hostility toward any and
all peo;:de who atand in her way, She hag also attempted to straighten Robert
ut on ‘many of the facts of the family history, and hes indicated that ghe wanted
go to the grave of her father and dig it up and prove that her father is deoeaaad.

etas These things have all been gaid {ii'this boy's presence, and we do not know
what other thlnga ahe has bean pumu!na !nfn b!s rﬂ‘m" over the pact monthg

b iit @

\'A)a haz been indlcated prekusly, with all of thla going otl-the child &cte as
1f he {g oompletely unaffected by all thie, ['cannct baueve that this: 13 not
: eotinq the personauty etructure of 'thig young boy.

1y mald.ng thie referral at this time we would hope’ that the tests and evaluations

oould give us a greater understanding of the personality strusture and make-up
of thig young child. After as many years in the institutional setting as this boy

s lived, it i wondered if we ghould think in terms of foster home placement,

1f this i contrase {ndioated by the test regults, It is also felt that heoause

of our mvolvement with the gourt, and with undoubtedly a further golrt hearing

{n the near future, that some statement of prognosis would be in order as well.

John E. Liljegren
. Cageworker
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